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Kiddushin 29b:9-10

From where do we derive that a woman is not obligated to teach her son Torah? As it is
written: “And you shall teach [velimadtem],” which can be read as: And you shall study
[ulmadtem]. This indicates thar whoever is commanded to study Torah is commanded
to teach, and whoever is not commanded to study is not commanded to teach. Since a
woman is not obligated to learn Torah, she is likewise not obligated to teach it. The
Gemara asks: And from where do we derive that she is not obligated to teach herself?
The Gemara answers: As it is written: “And you shall teach [velimadtem],” which can be
read as: And you shall study [ulmadtem], which indicates that whoever others are
commanded to teach is commanded to teach himself, and whoever others are not
commanded to teach is not commanded to teach himself. And from where is it derived
that others are not commanded to teach a woman? As the verse states: “And you shall

teach them to your sons” (Deuteronomy 11:19), which emphasizes: Your sons and not

your daughters.
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Shulchan Aruch HaRav: Laws of Talmud Torah for Women e

1. Women are not obligated in the mitzvah of Talmud Torah. And because a woman is not
obligated in the mitzvah of Torah study in of itself, she is not obligated to teach her
children and she is not required to pay tuition for them.

2. However, when she assists her son or husband in Torah study or in support of Torah
study, she shares the merit with them and the merit is great because they were
commanded and they did it through her assistance.

3. In any case, women are obligated to study the halachot that are related to the mitzvot
they must do and are obligated to know their details.
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